Germline imprinting: battle of the sexes or battle of the X's?
The X chromosome is largely inactivated in spermatogenesis of heterogametic males, and in multiple phyla it encodes few genes specifically expressed in the male germline. Writing in Nature Genetics, Bean et al. report a parallel between male germline X inactivation in nematodes and a fungal gene-silencing mechanism that alters the way we view the evolution of both phenomena.